
Important
This flowchart is 
intended as a general 
guide to help you 
assess whether you 
may need to complete 
a self-assessment 
tax return based on 
common criteria. It 
does not account 
for all potential 
scenarios or individual 
circumstances. Please 
note that this is for 
guidance purposes 
only and should not be 
considered tax advice. 
If you have specific, 
complex, or unusual 
circumstances, we 
strongly recommend 
consulting with 
a qualified tax 
professional or using 
HMRC’s official online 
tools for tailored 
information.
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Do I need to complete a  
Self Assessment tax return?

Are you self-employed or a sole trader?

Are you a partner in a business partnership?

Do you receive rental income?

Do you have untaxed savings or investment  
income over £10,000?

Do you receive income from overseas that is liable to UK taxes?

Did you make profits from selling assets (e.g., shares, a second 
home) that exceed the annual exempt amount for capital gains?

Are you a company director?

Is your total income over £100,000?

Did you or your partner receive child benefit, and does 
either of you have an income over £50,000?

Is your only income from wages or pension, taxed at source,  
with no additional income or specific circumstances?

Do you have other untaxed income or complex financial affairs 
that need detailed reporting?


